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speakable calumny upon the offending officer, and his motive in dealing in this manner with the much-abused Indian. In their opinion his cruelty called for a Court of Inquiry. In face, however, of the annoyance and persecution that followed, he still pushed the war vigorously against them, until relieved by General Sheridan, September, 1867, nine months from the date of his assuming the command of the Department of the Missouri. He was. then ordered to New Orleans to command the Fifth Military District, embracing the States of Louisiana and Texas. This order, as is well known, was very distasteful to him, and he was not long in letting it be known to President Johnson, who, being in entire sympathy with his views of admin-istrating affairs in the South, would not listen to his appeals for relief. The loyalty he felt for his Government and its constitution would not permit General Hancock to assume an authority which, as construed by the Reconstruction leaders in Congress, in his opinion amounted to absolute despotism, a rule that was at variance with the spirit and the law of our institutions, and he was much perplexed over the difficulties ^hich confronted him in his administration of this district; difficulties only to be understood by those coming into direct contact with them. He said to me: " I am expected to exercise extreme military author-  He   rebelled   openlywas not hea!ttt*j a^
